Thomas W. Riley
October 22, 1953 - October 17, 2018

Thomas W. Riley, age 64 of Millville, passed away peacefully at home, surrounded by his
loving family on Wednesday afternoon, October 17, 2018. He had been in declining
health.
Born in Iaeger, WV, Tom was raised by George and Lenora (Burchett) Riley, and moved to
Millville at age 16. When in West Virginia, Tom was quite popular and a star football
player.
Tom graduated from Millville High School, Class of 1972. After high school, Tom then
served our country in the U.S. Army for eight years as a Staff Sergeant E-5, serving in
Germany in the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment at the end of the Vietnam War era.
Upon returning from his military service, Tom worked briefly as a correctional officer at
Leesburg State Prison, and then accepted a position with the Millville Police Department
to serve as a Police officer. He moved up through the ranks over the years and served as
acting police chief, before retiring after over 26 years with the department. Tom was an
instrumental part of Police Youth Week in Millville, which stirred interest in countless local
youth over the years, inspiring many of them to one day become police officers.
Tom especially enjoyed spending time with his children and grandchildren. He was a
member of the Millville American Legion Legion Nabb-Leslie Post No. 82. Tom loved going
to the theater and watching movies, especially Westerns. A longtime member of the
Cumberland Rifleman, Tom was an expert marksman and enjoyed teaching people how to
shoot. Tom was also a die-hard Eagles fan, and also loved the West Virginia Mountaineers
and Iaeger Cubs. He also enjoyed traveling to Arizona to visit his family. Tom was also
quite the history buff and enjoyed watching the History Channel.
Tom will be sadly missed by his loving wife of over 13 years, Phyllis; two daughters, Diane
Johnson (Devin) of Scottsdale, AZ and Christina Petrichko (Kyle) of Scottsdale, AZ;
adopted daughter Gina Nicole Riley of Salt Lake City, UT; three step-children, Prudence
Smaniotto (Dave) of Vineland, Peter Simpkins (Mafhel) of Georgia, and Courtnia Turner
(Mike) of Georgia; three brothers, Donnie Riley (Maggie) of Vineland, David Riley of
Vineland, and Steve Vaught; six sisters, Phyllis Rowland of Millville, Jennifer Owens of
Millville, Lisa Burgess (Daniel) of Millville, Susan Turley, Cheryl Sheets (Stephen), Carol
Slusher(Steve); two grandchildren, Charlotte and Libby Johnson; seven step-

grandchildren, Stephen and Tyler Kubiak of Vineland, Tripp & Tatum, Aaron, Arielle, &
Arriane; and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. He was predeceased by his father,
George Riley; one brother Gerald Brown Vaught and one step-grandchild, Zoey.
Funeral Services for Tom will be held on Monday, October 22, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. in the
Christy Funeral Home, 11 W. Broad Street, Millville. Family and friends are invited to call
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the funeral home. Burial will be in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery,
Millville.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial contributions in Tom's name be made to St.
Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or at the
website, www.stjude.org.
Memories and expressions of sympathy for Thomas W. Riley may be shared on the
Obituary Tribute Wall at: www.christyfuneralservice.com.

Cemetery Details
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery
W. Main St.
Millville, NJ 08332

Previous Events
Visitation
OCT 22. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)
Christy Funeral Home
11 W. Broad Street
PO Box 128
Millville, NJ 08332
christyfh@comcast.net
https://christyfuneralservice.com

Funeral Service
OCT 22. 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)
Christy Funeral Home
11 W. Broad Street
PO Box 128
Millville, NJ 08332
christyfh@comcast.net
https://christyfuneralservice.com

Tribute Wall

PR

I guess it is too late to have anything said on here to tell of how he struggled with
an unbelievable attitude and lived 20 months when most people die around six
months. Tom is the bravest and most endearing person I have ever known. He
thought he had friends who would be there for him, but unfortunately his friends
would not even pick up their phones, or respond on facebook, when he wanted to
go out to breakfast like they did when they were all officers. They were busy. Tom
is gone now, and I was always with him, and when he broke his leg he reached
out for his same buddies, who just ignored his pleas. and after eight days I called
911, and he needed to see an orthopedic surgeon, His Sister Lisa and her
husband, Dan were at the hospital with us as we struggled to get him into my car.
It was impossible, they were hurt from having to lift him. He again reached out for
his friends, and again no response. A friend he used to work with at the prison did
respond and along with his grandson was able to get Tom to the surgeon who put
a cast/boot on his foot and we will never forget their kindness. I was able to get
him to Jefferson where he had an MRI, the first in four months. and when his
Oncologist looked at the MRI, he informed Tom that his tumors had multiplied and
he did not know what to do. We were sent to another doctor who said he could
give him some treatment but it would only give him a week longer of life. The
Social Worker stopped in and we all discussed the need for Hospice and effective
10/01/18', Tom began services. Holy Redeemer were excellent care givers and
they made Tom's last days as pleasant as they could be. I pray no one ever has
to die and have no friends visit or even respond. Some day, it will be all of our
days to die, I expect to meet Tom at Heavens Gate. I love you more than I dislike
your friends, and I know I have to forgive them and I will when I hear they are
getting ready to meet their maker. Move over cause I have the other side of that
grave. Tom died on 10/17/.18, and was laid to rest on his birthday.
Phyllis Riley - November 28, 2018 at 02:15 AM

Merry Xmas Baby. I Love You. pk
Phyllis Riley - December 24, 2018 at 10:38 PM

AW

I Love You. I think he lived longer because you Loved him so much and took excellent
care of him. He was a very lucky man to have such a loyal and caring wife, lover and
most importantly a true friend. Praying for your grief to subside and be replaced with
peace and comfort of knowing you will see him again in the next life. Love, Angel
Angel R. Welch - March 08, 2019 at 12:00 PM

KC

Uncle Tom....although we as a family, have not known you very long, I believe
God helped you find us, just at the right time....Being the oldest
granddaughter....the moment I saw you, I instantly saw my "PapPaw"! He was
one of the most important and influential men in my life! I absolutely adored him
growing up and spent many, many summers staying with he and my amazing
"MamMaw"....at first, seeing you made me cry so hard and be so mad for a
moment...We all are human and each and every one of us makes choices in our
lives that may not affect us immediately, but in the end....you affected all of us
and I am so very thankful I got to meet you RIP....until we see each other
again....much love, "Karen Beth" as our entire family refers to me
Karen Cunningham - October 21, 2018 at 08:57 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Thomas W.
Riley.

October 20, 2018 at 11:04 AM

SD

My condolences to the Riley family. I have known Tom since he and his family
moved to Vine street in Millville. He was a kind and gently spirit and he fought the
good fight. May he now rest in heaven until he is reunited with his love ones. Sara
Lindwall Dobson
sara dobson - October 20, 2018 at 08:02 AM

LB

Thanks Sara. He spoke of you often. Love Lisa Burgess Riley.
Lisa Burgess - October 24, 2018 at 08:07 AM

BF

Brenda Andujar Jax, Fl lit a candle in memory of Thomas
W. Riley

Brenda Andujar Jax, Fl - October 20, 2018 at 07:16 AM

TM

I will miss our talks on FB, About growing up in Iaeger, I
remember you from Coon Branch Visiting Our dear from
Evan Powell, You will be missed, Thoughts & Prayers For
your loving family RIP, My old friend ..

Theda Robinette Mullins - October 19, 2018 at 02:56 PM

LB

Tommy,
My Big Brother
You showed me a lot of things. You tried to
teach me what was wrong and right but as always I was
stubborn.
I learned so many things just by watching you over the
years.
It was hard to let you go but I know you will always be watching over me.
I'm your sister and always will be. You will always be close in my heart.
If I call your name I know you will be listening.
You have always meant a lot to me and always will.
I could never ever love you less,
I know it's true when they say,
"He only takes the best."
If God could grant me one last wish,
I'd ask for One last hug.
I know I will see you again.
Love You so Much Tommy!
Lisa Burgess
Lisa Burgess - October 19, 2018 at 12:18 PM

LB

Lisa Burgess lit a candle in memory of Thomas W. Riley

Lisa Burgess - October 19, 2018 at 12:13 PM

CF

We are so sorry for your loss. May you find comfort in family and friends
(Proverbs 17:17). For additional strength, may you find it in God who cares for
you (1 Peter 5:7). Please accept our deepest condolences.
Cole Family - October 19, 2018 at 11:32 AM

JB

So sorry for your loss Christina.. The Blanchet's are thinking of you and your
family.
Jean Pierre Blanchet - October 19, 2018 at 10:41 AM



Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of Thomas W.
Riley.

October 18, 2018 at 10:18 PM



Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of
Thomas W. Riley.

October 18, 2018 at 06:40 PM

