Phyllis J. Phillips
August 25, 1936 - March 21, 2014

Phyllis J. Phillips, 77, of Millville, passed away after a brief illness on March 21, 2014. She
was predeceased by her parents, Leon (Mac) and Estelle MacDougall, who welcomed her
into this world on August 25, 1936. She was a lifelong resident of Millville, graduating with
honors from Millville High School in 1953. She worked as a dental assistant for 15 years at
Periodontal Associates of South Jersey in Vineland, NJ. Taking an early retirement in
1977, Phyllis followed her dream of having her own business. She and her son Keith
owned and operated the Cookie Jar and the Butcher Block Deli in the Cumberland Mall.
For 22 years, Mrs. P’s chocolate chip cookies satisfied many a sweet tooth. Phyllis retired
from the Cookie Jar in 2000 and was able to pursue her travel interests. Maui was her
favorite destination. As well as traveling, she cherished time spent with family, often
sharing wonderful meals she had created.
She is survived by her husband of 60 years, John, and their three sons, Keith Phillips and
his wife Lorraine of Wildwood Crest, NJ, Dr. Jeff Phillips and his wife Lori of Salem,
Oregon and Brad Phillips of Laurel Lake, NJ. Phyllis has four grandsons, Thomas Phillips,
Matthew Phillips and Travis Phillips all of Millville, Patrick Phillips of Portland, Oregon and
a great grandson, Tommy Phillips of Millville. Phyllis also leaves behind her sister and
favorite travel companion, Carol Fauerbach of Leicester, MA and her nephews, Kurt
Fauerbach of Milford, MA and his family, and Michael Fauerbach of Stonington, CT and
his family.
Services will be held on Thursday, March 27th at Christy Funeral Home, 11 West Broad
Street, Millville, NJ. Family and friends will be received at the Funeral Home from 4:30 PM
to 6:00 PM followed immediately by a memorial service. Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, you may make a donation in memory of Phyllis J. Phillips to: DEBORAH
Hospital Foundation, Cymrot Center, 212 Trenton Road, Browns Mills NJ 08015-0792.
Memories and expressions of sympathy for Phyllis Phillips may be shared on the Obituary
Tribute Wall at: www.christyfuneralservice.com.
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Comments

“

The Cookie Jar lady <3 . I've been wondering what happen to her for 16 years. My
dad and mom would take me and my brother to get cookies from her. Every time we
went to the Cumberland Mall. She had the best oatmeal cookies. I was so sad to see
her leave the mall in 2000. And only saw her once soon after. She was so nice. I
always wondered why she left and what happen to her. Such a shame to see she
passed away.

Cole Pettet - February 10, 2017 at 02:25 AM

“

Phyliss and I were school mates and friends from elementary school thru high
school.We always had fun together.I send my sympathy to you, Johnny and your
family. What a full and blessed life she had. Marcia Klucker then, now Adler.

Marcie Adler, Hilton Head S.C. - April 21, 2014 at 10:07 AM

“

Although I had only known Phyllis for a short time, she was full of life and fun! I
always enjoyed talking to her after the Senior Class at World Gym. I am going to
miss her and John (HEEERRRRSSS JOHNNY!! when they came in the door in the
morning. :) I know she's keeping things straight where ever she is!! She will be
greatly missed here that's for sure and are saddened by her passing. Keeping John
and family in thoughts and prayers.
Denise Lairson,
World Gym - Vineland

Denise Lairson - March 27, 2014 at 03:04 PM

“

Doug and Kristi Park purchased the Bright and Beautiful Spray for the family of
Phyllis J. Phillips.

Doug Park - March 26, 2014 at 05:07 PM

“

Although we were privileged to see Phyllis only a few times when she came to
Oregon to visit Jeff, Lori and Patrick, we have fond memories of a spirited woman
with a zest for life. While we are saddened by her passing, we celebrate her life and
we will keep her in our hearts.
With Love,
Doug and Kristi Park

Doug Park - March 26, 2014 at 04:59 PM

“

I want to express my condolences to Phyllis' family and share a memory they may
not know or remember. Phyllis' death has brought back many memories of the
generosity the MacDougall family showed to a traumatized seven-year-old girl in
1954. My mother lay dying in the hospital and remained in a critical state for months
after a tragic car accident. We were desperate and desperately poor having arrived
in America only four years earlier. The MacDougalls became my family for many
months, and Phyllis and Carol became my big sisters. They treated me with kindness
and acceptance, and Mrs. "Mac" took on the role of my mother. She bought me my
first stylish sun suits, bathing suits, and school clothing. She took care of me when I
had the measles and took me to my first dentist visit with a Dr. Pittle. We enjoyed
cookouts, outings, and my first meal in a restaurant. Mrs. Mac visited my mother
frequently and reassured me that my mother would be all right, an assurance I
greatly needed. And Mom did defy the dire predictions of death given by the doctors,
and I returned to my loving family. Her optimism was well grounded as Mom died last
year when she was almost 99 years old!
Phyllis and Carol were good role models for me. They had exemplary manners and
grades, and this encouraged me to have good manners and to become a good
student. I was proud to show my report cards with 1's and 2's to the family and to
bask in their praises. More than fifty years later I carry in my heart gratitude for the
charity and kindness shown to me by the entire MacDougall family. I will forever be
thankful they came to the need of a scared little girl. My parents, likewise, always
held the MacDougalls in the highest esteem. May the children and grandchildren of
Phyllis know the greatness of their roots.
With sincere sympathy,
Nadia Smirnov Kelly

Nadia Kelly - March 26, 2014 at 12:45 PM

“

So many memories..all good. I did not learn of this until this week (I was at a
retreat)..what a shock. My heart goes out to Uncle Johnny, Keith, Jeff and Brad, as
well to all of her family. I love you all very much. God has a special place for her.

Deb Davis - March 26, 2014 at 07:39 AM

“

Mrs. Phillips was always a pleasure! I'm sure the family has many wonderful
memories.
All my warmest thoughts,
Jane Morton Galetto

Jane Morton Galetto - March 26, 2014 at 06:33 AM

“

John and family: I was so sorry to hear of your loss. When I was a teenager there
was always Phyllis and Johnny or Johnny and Phyllis. When there was one, there
was the other. I know your family will surely miss the strength and energy of Phyllis. I
pray you find comfort in knowing that in the future there will be a grand reunion with
wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Fill your memories with her smile.
With sincere sympathy.

Linda Lee Jeffries-Reeves - March 25, 2014 at 09:14 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Phyllis J. Phillips.

March 25, 2014 at 08:34 PM

“

Patricia Peek lit a candle in memory of Phyllis J. Phillips

Patricia Peek - March 25, 2014 at 07:13 PM

“

The memory that stands out first of my Great-Aunt Phyllis is visiting her at The
Cookie Store in the mall and her always giving us cookies. She taught me to "never
bake your cookies as long as the recipe says. They will be too hard." I have always
made soft cookies that my family and friends love and I owe that all to her. Seems
like such a small little piece of advice. Turned into a memory for me. I also remember
listening to Pink Floyd with Uncle Johnny in the car and tons of memories at the
riverbank with them both. Aunt Phyllis had a great smile and was always a pretty
lady. I remember her being tan, tall, and fit. Probably because I don't really
remember her sitting much. She was always busy busy. Such a vibrant, energetic
lady. I will see you again one day. Hug our family for me, especially my Nan. I sure
miss her. Love you. Prayers to those left behind.

Kelly Dutton - March 25, 2014 at 07:07 PM

“

Uncle Johnny, Kieth, Jeff and Brad, I am so saddened over this and am praying for
all you to have the strength to get through this. Though it has been a few years since
I have seen all of you , I have the best memories of the being out on the boat with
Aunt Phyllis and Uncle Johnny and picnics on the river, They taught me how to ski
and took trips to the bay in the boat. You will missed Aunt Phyllis and we loved you.
Patricia Peek

Patricia Peek - March 25, 2014 at 09:32 AM

“

Love and prayers to the family of classmate Phyllis Phillips. John, I'm sure you and
the children have many good memories to cherish.

Louise Anderson Huskey - March 25, 2014 at 06:46 AM

“

John, My thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family she was a wonderful person I
will miss her. Shirley Dase
Shirley Dase - March 25, 2014 at 05:21 PM

“

Heart's Companion Bouquet by Teleflora was purchased for the family of Phyllis J.
Phillips.

March 24, 2014 at 09:51 PM

