Charles H. Mintz M.D.
May 22, 1938 - December 20, 2014

Charles H. Mintz, M.D. age 76, died peacefully in his sleep at the home of his daughter in
Seattle, WA on Saturday, December 20, 2014, less than three months after the passing of
Rina, his beloved wife of 49 years.
Born in Philadelphia, PA, Chuck spent his very early childhood years in the city, then his
family moved to south Jersey, living in Camden, Pennsauken, and Merchantville. He
graduated from Moorestown High School in Moorestown, NJ, where he participated in
many extracurricular activities. He especially enjoyed being a member of the swim team,
where his teammates dubbed him “the merman.” He earned both his Bachelor of Science
and Doctor of Medicine at Temple University, Philadelphia, PA. Chuck completed his
internship at Cooper University Hospital, Camden, NJ. He maintained certifications with
the American Board of Family Medicine, the American Academy of Family Practice, and
the American College of Alternative Medicine throughout his career.
Between finishing medical school and beginning his internship, Chuck met Rina. In just a
few months they both knew they had found “the one,” and were married in 1965, just
before Chuck reported to the Navy for active duty.
Chuck had enlisted in the United States Navy while in medical school in 1962. During
school breaks he served in the Navy’s Experimental Deep Sea Diving Unit and at Chelsea
Naval Hospital. Upon completion of his internship in 1965, he reported for active duty and
was stationed with the United States Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune, NC, where he
served first as a Battalion Surgeon, then as Regimental Surgeon until 1967. It was during
their time at Camp Lejeune that Chuck and Rina started their family.
When Chuck retired from active duty in 1967, the family moved to Millville, NJ. He and
Rina had their second child soon after. The city remained their home for 47 wonderful
years until their deaths in 2014. Chuck practiced medicine as a family doctor in Millville for
almost five decades. Over that time, his patients became his extended family. He shared
so many of life’s meaningful events with generations of local residents, from the joy of
delivering their children, to the anxiety of a frightening diagnosis, to the relief of a recovery,
to the mourning of the loss of a loved one. He especially shared many laughs over the
years. He couldn't wait to repeat a joke heard earlier in the day from a patient, though it
was usually hard to understand because he’d laugh so hard trying to tell it. It didn’t matter

– just seeing him laugh like that made the listener crack up anyway, even if they never got
the joke.
Chuck was grateful his profession created many opportunities to engage with the
community. He was a Preceptor for medical students from Temple, Johns Hopkins, and
Georgetown medical schools. He held many positions on the Executive Board of Millville
Hospital, including President. He also served as a Director on the board of Millville
Savings. At the county level, he served as the Assistant Cumberland County Medical
Examiner. For years he conducted physicals for migrant workers’ children, providing many
their only access to medical care of any kind. He acted as their family doctor, dentist, eye
doctor, and counselor. For over 30 years he served as the school doctor for the Millville
Public Schools and as the team physician for the high school athletics department,
including his beloved Millville Thunderbolt football team. He was especially excited to be
selected as physician for the Babe Ruth Girls’ World Series and was honored to throw out
the first pitch. In recognition of his civic contributions, Chuck was named Outstanding
Citizen by the Millville Chamber of Commerce and received the Millville Thunderbolt
Club’s Lifetime Achievement Award.
What a list of accomplishments. But for all who knew Chuck as Dad, Pop Pop, or Doc, he
was so much more than his resume, so much more than his many achievements. We will
remember his caring nature, his optimistic outlook, his whole-body laugh, and his genuine
interest in the lives and well-being of everyone he encountered. It was hard not to smile
around him. He tried not to take himself or life too seriously, and no matter how tough a
day he had, he almost always slept well! His passing has left a gaping hole in our daily
lives, but we are grateful for the abundant memories he has also left us to help fill it.
Chuck is survived by his son Nathan Mintz of Hong Kong; his daughter Jennifer Mintz
Clark and husband Jeffrey Clark of Seattle, WA; his grandson Hayden Clark of Seattle,
WA; his brother Robert Mintz and wife Jackie; sister in law Nina Solomon Dubroff;
stepsister Patricia Metzger; four nieces and nephews; and nine grand nieces and
nephews. He was predeceased by his loving and devoted wife of 49 years, Rina Mintz,
and his parents, Joseph and Beatrice Mintz.
A memorial service will be conducted at 11 a.m. on Sunday, February 8, 2015 in the
Christy Funeral Home, 11 W. Broad Street, Millville. Calling hours will be from 9 to 11 a.m.
on Sunday in the funeral home.
The family has requested memorial contributions to: Crown of Israel Synagogue, c/o P.O.
Box 552, Elmer, NJ, 08318.
Memories and expressions of sympathy for Chuck may be shared on the Obituary Tribute
Wall at: http://www.christyfuneralservice.com.
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Comments

“

DR MINTZ WAS NOT JUST ANY DOCTOR.HE WAS MY FRIEND AND
CONFIDANT. HE HELPED ME THRU SOME VERY HARD TIMES IN THE LAST
47YR'S AND I WILL NEVER FORGET YOU DOC.LOVE AND PRAYERS TO YOU
AND YOU WHOLE FAMILY.RIP DOC.

VICKI FORTE FELMEY - March 27, 2015 at 04:08 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Dr. Mintz"s family. I was 19 when I first met Dr. Mintz and a
very scared pregnant single girl at the time, but he sat with me and talked to me as if
I was his daughter. He made me feel so comfortable then, he became my family
doctor and delivered my children. He always made me and my family feel like his
family. I will miss him deeply, my sincerest sympathy.
Kathy Robinson

Kathleen Robinson - March 03, 2015 at 06:02 PM

“

To the family of Dr Mintz, I would like to express my deepest condolences on the loss
of both your father and mother. Dr Mintz was a very kind and caring man who
showed concern not just for the patient he was seeing but for the patients family as
well. He always asked me how my mom and grandmother was doing when I went to
see him. I knew Dr Mintz since I was a child. He was my doctor on and off for about
26 years. In the 1980,s I was in the service and was stationed out of state and
overseas so I did not see much of him then. But whenever I came home on leave my
mom would always tell me that he was always asking about how I was doing and that
he told my mom to say hello to me. He was also my mom's and grandmom's doctor
for many years. May Chuck and Rina both rest in peace. May your parents love and
the memories you have of them get you through this difficult time. Chuck and Rina
will be missed by many. With sympathy, David Butcher

David Butcher - February 12, 2015 at 02:05 AM

“

Nathan, so sorry for your loss. Your father was the best. I remember after i remember
when my spleen ruptured and went to see him after I was released from the hospital,
he gave me a good talking to about jumping off swings. You may not remember me
but we went to school together, was Monica Lee then.

Monica Ann Lee Warren - February 11, 2015 at 10:18 PM

“

Nathan, so sorry for your loss. Your father was the best. I remember after i remember
when my spleen ruptured and went to see him after I was released from the hospital,
he gave me a good talking to about jumping off swings. You may not remember me
but we went to school together, was Monica Lee then.

Monica Ann Lee Warren - February 11, 2015 at 10:18 PM

“

To the children of Dr. Mintz,
I would like to give my deepest condolences to you and your families on the passing
of your father. He was such a great human being and a real "people" person. I
couldn't come to his service because I was afraid I would be too emotional. He had
been my doctor for 48 years and saw me through a lot of trying times, the delivery of
my children, and most recently the passing of my beloved spouse. With great sorrow
in my heart, I tell you he will be missed by my family as well as many others.
With sympathy,
Sandra J Elbertson and family

Sandra Elbertson - February 09, 2015 at 08:29 PM

“

I am so sorry I was unable to attend Dr. Mintz' memorial service yesterday. I attended
my son's wrestling tournament as I know that's where Dr. Mintz would have wanted
me to be. Although I only worked with Doc for 2 years, the knowledge I gained will
last a lifetime. He always took the time to teach me and answered any questions I
had! We shared many conversations about his family and mine....family was the light
of his life! He would always share Hayden's many experiences and beamed with
pride at the mere mention of his name. Doc was my friend and mentor and I was
devestated to learn of his passing. I had just spoken with him 2 days prior and we
planned lunch to "catch up" after the holidays.
Jenny, Nathan, Hayden, & Jeff...words cannot express my gratitude for sharing Dr.
Mintz with the world. Although I will miss his laugh, his inability to tell jokes, his
kindness, and his words of wisdom, I take comfort in knowing he is with Rina again.
Katie Sawyers

Katie Sawyers - February 09, 2015 at 02:50 PM

“

Barb and I are so sorry we are out of State and unable to attend this service and pay
our respects in person.
Jennifer and Nathan and family,
Words cannot express totally how deeply we feel your loss. For us and for all of his
patients, Chuck was more then a doctor. He was a psychologist, counselor, confidant
and above all friend. To have an appointment with Chuck meant you spent at least
half an hour catching him up on your family and another half hour as we caught up
with he and Rina and their many trips to be with Jennifer, Nathan and their family. We
were blessed to have him as our family doctor for 35 years
Doc had a lasting impact on his hundreds of patients as well as the hundreds of
athletes and students he treated as the Millville school physician. Working with
Chuck for my 37 years as both football coach and athletic director we were blessed
to have such outstanding and compassionate care. Those special moments we
shared on the field will always be remembered.
It is often said that when you depart this world one of the greatest gifts you can leave
is a lasting impression on those you encounter. Both Chuck and Rina have impacted
so many lives in such a positive way they will NEVER be forgotten. God Bless you all
and may Chuck rest in peace with his beloved Rina.
Tony and Barb Surace

Tony & Barb Surace - February 09, 2015 at 10:26 AM

“

Six Words that describes the life of
Dr. Charles H. Mintz, M.D.

Veteran United States Navy
Navy’s Experimental Deep Sea Diving Unit
Battalion and Regimental Surgeon.
Physician 1967 Rina and Chuck moved to Millville, NJ. For almost 5 decades Chuck practiced
Medicine as Family Doctor.
Marilyn and I and our two children Jim and Kris had Dr. Mintz for almost 5 decades.
He had thousands of patients and was one of the most beloved physician’s in our
State. His patients became his extended family.
Friend Dr. Mintz was a friend to everyone he met. He and Rina loved people and wanted to
make a positive difference in their lives.

Community Service President of Millville Hospital Executive Board
Director of Millville Savings
Cumberland County Medical Examiner
School Doctor for Millville Public Schools
Team Physician for Millville High School Athletics. Chuck especially loved the Millville
Thunderbolt Football Team
Physician for Babe Ruth Girls’ World Series
Outstanding Citizen by Millville Chamber of Commerce
Received the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Millville Thunderbolt Club
Family Loving and devoted husband to Rina for 49 years.
Two children – Jennifer and Nathan
Son-in-law – Jeff Clark
Grandson – Hayden Clark
Brother, Sister-in-laws, 4 nieces and nephews and 9 grandnieces and nephews.

Role Model Chuck was a role model for us all as a husband, father and grandfather.
Role Model as a Veteran Physician and community volunteer leader.
Role Model as a friend.

We know Chuck and Rina are together today. We offer a heartfelt prayer that God

will be with Chuck and Rina. That God will bless and comfort you as we celebrate
Chuck and Rina’s amazing journey in life that has inspired us all.
Submitted by
Ed & Marilyn Salmon
Ed & Marilyn Salmon - February 09, 2015 at 10:24 AM

“

I was very sorry to hear about Chuck and Rena's passing and I was moved by the
tribute service for him today. I have been practicing cardiology in Millville for nearly
25 years and a big reason for my success is the referrals that Chuck has sent to me
over the years. In fact many of the people at the service today are patients that I see
regularly thanks to Chuck's referrals. He was a great guy and he was always a
pleasure to be around. He attended my first daughter's Bat Mitzvah which had to be
rescheduled due to my wife's illness 15 years ago. I nearly lost her to a brain
aneurysm and Chuck was very supportive to me during that time. I wish you all well
and my only regret is that I did not get to know you. It was my honor to say Kaddish
for him today.
Sincerely,
Dr. Barry Shapiro

Barry Shapiro - February 08, 2015 at 02:38 PM

“

I worked as Dr. Mintz's medical receptionist in the 70's and he was the best boss I
ever had! A wonderful man and a very good doctor- an excellent diagnostician. Our
waiting room would be filled to overflowing but he was always patient and kind with
each one who had waited to see him. He was a real family man and enjoyed his
children every day. I am so sorry for your loss--all of our loss-- but what a fine
example you had to follow. Lynn sharp

lynn sharp - February 08, 2015 at 08:26 AM

“

Dr Mintz is a giving person who accepted people for who there. He gave from the
heart . I was blessed to have to have him in life when I was young in high school. I
worked in the office and cared for Jenifer and Nathan when they were tottlers. I went
away to school and moved into my own life. Many times I reflect back and remember
the good memories I have from those times. express my sorrow for your loss. carol

carol Beck - February 06, 2015 at 09:37 PM

“

Dr. Mintz' Family:
Dr. Charles Mintz was a special friend, as well as a special doctor. He was our family
doctor for many years, and always concerned and very helpful no matter what the
health problem. He seemed to know everything about all types of sicknesses and
surgeries. Not only was he always smiling and cheerful, he was very patient himself.
We are very sorry for your loss. You are in our prayers. We will certainly miss him.
Thelma and Walter Bucikowski
Vineland

Thelma E. Bucikowski - February 06, 2015 at 06:13 PM

“

Dear Nathan, Jennifer & Jeffrey, and Hayden,
Mina and I will be in Jamaica next week and unable to attend the memorial service.
I've had the pleasure of knowing Chuck for many, many years as a client and, more
importantly, as a friend. He was truly a first class guy in all respects. He was from an
era which honored service to his patients above monetary reward. I could go on and
on about him but could not express it more eloquently and heartfelt than it was said
in his obituary. He will always be in our prayers.
Jim & Mina Gruccio

Jim Gruccio - February 05, 2015 at 02:04 PM

“

I met Dr.Mintz in 1972 when I was a junior in high school. Dr. Mintz was the first
doctor I had ever seen who didn't appear to be an old man (but then, I was only 17).
This young doctor was cheerful and happy and always inquired about your life, not
just your medical complaint. I loved him and saw him for the next 30 years.
Eventually my mom and sister went to him too, and when I got married even my
husband, Chuck, saw him. I remember when I got engaged and told Dr.Mintz about
it. He asked "What's his name?" I said "Chuck" and Dr. Mintz gave his characteristic
laugh and said "That's my name." I remember thinking "No it's not--your name is Dr.
Mintz!"
Year after year after year, Dr. Mintz never changed that kind, cheery, energetic
personna. During office visits, he would talk about his wife and kids and later
grandson and it was clear how much he loved all of you, which only made him seem
even more lovable. He was a wonderful man and a wonderful doctor, truly one-of-akind.
I'm very sorry for your loss, especially coming so soon after the loss of your mother.
But I'm glad your dad/granddad/brother died peacefully, in a home with people he
loved, and who loved him. That seems like the best "way to go" and Dr. Mintz
deserved the very best.

Cheryl Chiarello - February 05, 2015 at 12:17 AM

“

I was a patient of Dr. Mintz for many years. It's not often you can say that you
enjoyed going to the doctor. No matter how sick I was, he could always make me
laugh. His caring and compassion to his patients will never be forgotten. He had a
generous spirit and a caring heart. The picture for his obituary was perfect. It
captured his true essence. It made me smile for having been the beneficiary of that
smile so many times but made me cry for the loss of it. He lived up to what the true
meaning of being a doctor meant. You always felt as if you were visiting a friend.
When we moved to Florida a year ago, I knew I would never find another doctor like
him. He was someone you couldn't replace. My world has been a better place for
having known him. RIP Doc. You will always be missed. Condolences to his family.
They have lost a true treasure.
June Ann Vearling

June Ann Vearling - February 03, 2015 at 07:59 AM

“

Beautifully written. My mom also used to say Dr. Mintz made her laugh so much she forgot
what her complaints were once he came into the room. I haven't found another doctor like
him.
Cheryl Chiarello - February 05, 2015 at 12:04 AM

“

I agree all that June said is so true I don't think I will ever find a doctor like him again.The
best thing was his smile that you would get when you went into his office . God Bless ! RIP
Nora Sierra - February 08, 2015 at 06:05 AM

“

Jennifer, Nathan, and Hayden
Our thoughts and prayers are with all of your family at this time. Chuck and I worked
together at the hospital for 18 years and then on to when I started my business. Just
spoke to him several weeks back. He was a special kind of friend.
Bob & Lillian Ashton
Naples, Florida

Lillian Ashton - February 03, 2015 at 07:58 AM

“

Chuck and I were best friends at Pennsauken Junior HIgh School. Then, he went off
to Moorestown, and I went on to Merchantville High. Unfortunately, we never
connected again. I wish I had known him as an adult. I am sorry for your loss.
Ken Lacy

Ken Lacy - February 03, 2015 at 06:36 AM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss. R.I.P. DOC he was the best doctor and a very good
listener no matter how long it took. Until we meet again at the pearly gate The Tweed
Faimly

Grace Burcham Tweed - February 03, 2015 at 02:17 AM

“

Dr. Mintz was my doctor for many years. He could always make you feel better even
before you took your medicine, with his jokes and smiling face. A truly wonderful
man, doctor and husband. He will truly be missed by all who knew him. Rest in
peace Doc. Love you always

Susan Dagostino - February 03, 2015 at 01:15 AM

“

We were so very heartbroken to hears the news of your passing. We were patients of
yours for over twenty years. There never has been and never will be a more caring
and compassionate doctor and person. We think of you often and you are missed so
very much. RIP Dr. Mintz we will never forget you. Luanne and Gary Walker

luanne walker - February 02, 2015 at 02:57 PM

“

Dear Jennifer, Nathan and family,
Words are not sufficient to express our deep condolences to all of you as you have
had to deal with such loses in your lives. As with all of his patients, Doc was more
then a doctor. He was a true friend who treated everyone with such compassion and
love. We pray for all of you to have the strength to move forward.
We are out of State and are flying back late on the day of the service so we
apologize for not being able to personally extend our sympathies. Your Mom and
Dad were special to both of us and will forever be in our memories. Our times with
Doc as our team doctor in football were very special moments and will be forever
remembered.
It is so often said that when you depart this world one of the greatest gifts you can
have is leaving a lasting impression on those you encounter. Make no mistake that
Rena and Chuck have both impacted ALL of those people they came in contact with.
God Bless you all and may Chuck rest in peace with Rena.
Tony and Barb Surace

Tony and Barb Surace - February 02, 2015 at 12:55 PM

“

For 41 years I worked for DVR in Bridgeton. In the beginning of my career, our
agency did physical restoration. We needed a general physical for our clients in order
to determine the best way to serve them. A lot of our clients didn't have their own
doctor but Dr. Mintz took them, did a complete medical on them and sent us his
recommendations. He treated them with respect and dignity. He was a kind and
caring man to our clients. Thank you Dr. Mintz for your support. Rest in peace!

Patti Donnelly Rogers - February 02, 2015 at 06:35 AM

“

Great memories of a man who loved his work, as he loved life. He never rushed his
work, and as a patient and a healthcare worker, that was invaluable. I never minded
waiting as long as it took for my turn because I knew he would take care of me and
give me his undivided attention for my ailments.He was kind and gentle, and took an
interest in his patients. Other doctors may be needed, but none will replace the
services that he provided, or the lessons that he taught. He is and will continue to be
sorely missed.

Josephine Lathberry - February 01, 2015 at 10:52 PM

“

I experienced his kind and loving heart through both the passing of my parents. He
took special time out for me even in the evening to call and speak to me about there
conditions. I loved him dearly and thought he was the best Doc ever. He is greatly
missed. RIP DOC! Always will hold a special place in my heart. Ella DuLowe/patient

Ella DuLowe - February 01, 2015 at 07:52 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. My heartfelt sympathies to you all. I worked at Millville in
preop and got to work with Dr. Mintz through his patients. He was always so
dedicated to his patients.

Roseanne Racano - February 01, 2015 at 07:41 PM

“

Dr Mintz was the best. He was always willing to listen no matter how long it took. He
was the only family doctor I could talk to. You will be missed!!! RIP doc. You deserve
it. -Jenn, Millville

jennifer watson - February 01, 2015 at 07:04 PM

“

Dear Jennifer, Nathan, Jeff and Hayden,
I was so devastated to hear of Doc's passing. My Mother and Dad - Laura and Alex
Drezgal - were his neighbors next to the office on Broad Street, good friends, and
also patients. My mother's regular hair dresser appointment with Monique was on
Wednesday. Rina was always still there when we arrived and each week we would
get to visit with her and hear about all of you. She was so proud of her children and
the star was certainly Hayden. From Contemporary Hair Dr. and Mrs. Mintz would go
to Jim's Lunch for a burger. When my mother's hair-do was complete we would too
would pop over and meet them there and hear about their latest travels and
adventures.
The tribute you have written and published in the newspaper was beautiful. You said
it all and said it so well it brought tears to my eyes. So many stories to tell of the
wonderful things that Dr. Mintz accomplished. For me, personally, his best
accomplishment was when my father lost his eyesight and Dr. Mintz connected him
with the Blind Center in Bridgeton. That made the last 10 years of my father's life
worth living again. It never would have happened without Dr. Mintz. We all loved him
and are thankful that we had him
Barbara Drezgal Grim
Pittsgrove, NJ

Barbara Grim - February 01, 2015 at 04:06 PM

“

dawn is following this tribute.

dawn - January 31, 2015 at 05:09 AM

“

I also went to middle school with Chuck until he left for Moorestown High School. I
remember him well as a friendly nice person and I wish I knew him as an adult. I am sorry
to hear of his passing. John Ward
John Ward - February 03, 2015 at 11:49 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Doctor Mintz passing away. He was the very best doctor we ever
had.;He revealed the problems and gave us choices to take and the consequences. He
was considerate and kind, Seemed very vibrant and healthy. I thought he only retired from
practice so was shocked to read this sad news now. He'll be missed.
Condolences to the family.
Della and Bill Hannan
Della Hannan - February 07, 2015 at 01:35 PM

“

We loved him and will never forget him. We are so blessed that he past through our lives.
Was always greeted with a hug and kiss, always asked about our lives since the last time
we saw him. When we said we were going to get married, he looked on his phone and said
he was available to stand up with us. What a sweet man. He was the pattern by which all
mankind should have been designed. Thanks to his children for sharing their Dad with us.
You all were so lucky to have the parents you did. Joann Allen
Joann Allen - February 09, 2015 at 09:57 AM

