Betty McAlpine
May 31, 1929 - March 2, 2020

Betty McAlpine, passed away March 2, 2020, at the age of 90 after a period of declining
health. She was longtime resident of Millville known for over 13,500 hours of service to the
community as a hospital volunteer and for her work as a Friend of the Millville Library. She
charmed everyone she met with her British accent, she had a kind, quiet personality, and
a sense of humor coupled with a strong spirit and sense of independence.
Betty was the only child of Arthur Woodbridge and Dorothy Edith (Frost) Woodbridge and
was born in Derby, England on May 31, 1929. She was a widow, predeceased by her
husband George Kenneth “Ken” McAlpine, who passed away September 22, 1991 at age
68.
Betty received a school scholarship, was an avid reader all of her life and enjoyed sewing.
As a teen and young woman, she belonged to a cycling club and frequently cycled into the
countryside of Wales. She worked for Ley’s Malleable Castings, a factory in Derby,
England for about 10 years, where she was part of an operatic group the company
sponsored. Betty took the stage a number of times. She also took vocal lessons singing
contralto parts, and participated in vocal competitions and performances of Handel’s
Messiah throughout Derbyshire.
In 1953 Betty booked passage on the Queen Mary and went to live and work in Toronto
Canada, where she worked for Toronto Dominion (TD) Bank and where she met her
husband. They married in 1955 and ultimately settled in Millville in 1960. Betty worked at
the West Company and then became a US citizen after her husband’s death.
Betty was a mentor and girlfriend for 40+ years to Kathryn (Kathi) Saxton-Granato and
became a part of Kathi’s family, joining them for special occasions and holidays for more
than 25 years. Betty was also blessed with a special friend Tara Emeigh, who helped her
in so many ways and who truly cared for Betty and enjoyed her company. She was
fortunate to have lasting friendships and caring relationships, many of which grew through
her volunteer work.

A Celebration of Life gathering will be arranged. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can
be made to the Inspira Foundation-Volunteer Department No One Dies Alone Program or
to the Friends of the Millville Library.
Arrangements are under the direction of Christy Funeral Home, Millville.
Memories and expressions of sympathy for Betty McAlpine may be shared at
www.christyfuneralservice.com.

Cemetery
Private
NJ,

Comments

“

Dear Betty, Can you read letters in Heaven?
You’ve been my friend for so many years…so many memories. “Porch picnics” at
Ann’s apartment; trading DVDs; thanks for introducing me to some really great British
TV shows. We shared decades of Thanksgiving dinners at our house, and how many
fish and chips meals at Bennigan’s, and shepherd pies in your kitchen? You’ve
shared Easter egg hunts with my grandkids. Remember moving day to the condo?
Months of stress but it turned out great!
I will miss your stories of: Derby, England; the bomb that missed you (!); the biking
trips, picnics behind the waterfalls; the celebrity who came to your bank; how you
ended up in New Jersey; Ken’s funny Christmas gifts; I wish you could tell me more
stories.
Thanks for the Sherlock gifts. Wish I could bring you another box of McVitie’s
biscuits. Christmas shopping will be different from now on. So will everything else. I
miss you.--- Peggy

Peggy Letts - March 14, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

Our condolences to the family & friends of Mrs. McAlpine from the Queen Mary
family. So happy to learn she traveled aboard in 1953 to Canada.

mary Rohrer - March 05, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Kathi & the entire Granato family for the loss of someone so
special to you. While I never met Betty, I heard some wonderful stories and feel
admiration for this remarkable independent-minded lady.
Liz Lentz

Elizabeth Lentz - March 03, 2020 at 10:12 PM

“

So blessed to have known Betty for the past 20 years. Truly a special woman who
will never be forgotten...
Love you my friend!

Beth Daddario - March 03, 2020 at 06:26 PM

